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Paper Title 
Begin writing the introduction here… The title of the paper is centered above the first paragraph as a Level 1 heading. Avoid the title “Introduction,” since the beginning of the paper is known to be the introduction. 	Comment by Northcentral University: The Academic Success Center (ASC) has Writing Resources and APA resources to assist students in developing their writing and applying APA Style.
[bookmark: _Hlk52266190]The number of headings needed for a paper depends on the complexity of the document. Use only the number of headings necessary to identify distinct sections in your paper. When two levels are needed, use Levels 1 and 2. If using a level 2 heading, the document should include a level 1 heading and at least two level 2 headings. When three levels are needed, use Levels 1, 2, and 3. If including a level 3 heading, the document should include a level 1 heading, at least two level 2 headings, and at least two level three headings as subsections of a level 2 section.
[bookmark: _Hlk52266914]Level One Heading Identifying First Topic After the Introduction	Comment by Northcentral University: Learn more about formatting heading levels and APA 7 on the APA Style pages of the ASC website
Begin writing the first paragraph here… If the paper requires a main section after the introduction, use a Level 1 heading. For example, if the next section after the introduction is a discussion on the study’s method, the section could be labeled “Method.”
[bookmark: _Hlk52265678]Level Two Heading to Identify Each Subtopic of the Section
Begin writing the first paragraph here… For subsections of any Level 1 heading, use Level 2 headings. Headings should not include numbers or letters. 
Level Two Heading to Identify an Additional Subtopic of the Section
Begin writing the first paragraph of the section here… Use the same level heading for topics of the equal importance. For example, in a literature review, all major themes would have the same headings. 
[bookmark: _Hlk52265154]Level Three Heading to Identify a Subsection of the Second Subtopic
Begin writing the first paragraph of the section here… For any subtopics of level 2, use Level 3 headings. 
Level Three Heading to Identify an Additional Subsection of the Second Subtopic
Begin writing the first paragraph of the section here… Level headings may not be required, but how many headings are included in the paper depends on the paper’s complexity. 
Level One Heading Identifying the Next Major Topic 
Begin writing the first paragraph here… If the paper requires another main section, use a Level 1 heading. 
Level Two Heading to Identify Subtopic of the Section
Begin writing the first paragraph here… For subsections of any Level 1 heading, use Level 2 headings. 
Level Two Heading to Identify an Additional Subtopic of the Section
Begin writing the first paragraph of the section here… Use the same level heading for topics of the equal importance. 
Conclusion
Begin writing the conclusion here… Use the conclusion section for wrapping up all the main ideas discussed in the paper and for showing how all the main points relate to the thesis statement to help support the claim made in the thesis. Avoid introducing new ideas in the conclusion or beginning with “In conclusion.” 






References	Comment by Northcentral University: The word “References” should be centered and bold. References should be double-spaced like the samples on this reference page. All references should follow APA formatting guidelines.

Reference examples are available on the APA Style Basics 7th Ed. page of the ASC website. 

This Academic Writer tutorial will assist you in learning to format your references.
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